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EDITORIAL. 


We lay the flattering unction to our soul that our recent remark 
with regard to the possibilities of awakening public interest in the 
public library movement by means of wireless broadcasting has not 
fallen entirely upon deaf ears. It has just been arranged that the 
Honorary Secretary of the London and Home Counties Branch of 
the Library Association is to broadcast a lecture on Public Libraries 
at a date to be announced later. This will mark an important 
epoch in our march forward and we await the result with con- 


siderable interest. 
~ 


A somewhat pessimistic tone was adopted by the speaker at 
the last meeting of the London Branch of the Library Association. 
He stated that he did not expect great things from the London 
Branch and to this we agree, nor do we prophecy long life and success 
for the branch if the attendances are not larger than at the meeting 
referred to. When the speaker has gone to considerable trouble to 
prepare an interesting paper, he feels that it is a poor compliment 
to him to find an audience composed of only about thirty members. 
Only three of the London Councillors of the parent body were 
present at the last meeting of the London Branch and this inclines 
us to enquire why it is that the ‘‘ Heavy Artillery ” of the Library 
Association does not show up in stronger array at these meetings. 
If this attitude of apathy is to be persisted in it shows a lack of 
interest on the part of the Library Association which is almost 
inexcusable, for the new branch will certainly not go far without 
the cordial co-operation of Headquarters. Members from Worthing, 
from Southend, and from other country districts are poe 

repared to give up time and to take trouble for the sake of attend- 
ing meetings, and it is surely not too much to expect those nearer 
at hand to follow suit. The London Branch has a splendid series of 
papers in its programme, and it is not too much to ask members to 
turn up at the meetings in full force. 


* * * * 


The time is steadily approaching when members of the library 
profession will be unable to sit for the Library Association examina- 
tions unless they produce proofs that they have matriculated or 
have passed the Oxford or Cambridge senior or local examinations. 
In other words, after May, 1924, there will be a further tightening of 
the reins and a more stringent attempt will be made to close the 
ranks against the unqualified. We are compelled to ask where all 
this is going to end and what is to happen in the future? Is the 
Library service to be recruited from the elementary schools without 
some assurance being given to these juniors that they will be qualified 
to enter the examinations and to obtain the Library Association 
diploma, or are they being led into what may eventually prove to 
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be not a profession but merely a blind alley? This new phase of 
librarianship must be considered very carefully in the near future. 
Adequate steps should be taken to ensure every member of the 
library staff being fully qualified or being willing to qualify in order 
to comply with the new conditions. Would it not be a good = 
for local authorities to call upon their libraries department, from 
the lowest grades of staff to the highest, to train both in the 
theoretical and practical side of librarianship within a reasonable 
time. The library profession has no longer any use for deadheads 
who have not yet qualified and do not intend to do so. The impor- 
tance of librarianship is ever increasing and librarians will 
undoubtedly hold far better positions in the near future in the 
educational scheme of the country. Conditions are altering and 
librarianship must keep pace with the times. 


*” * 


The policy of publicity continues to advance and there is 
evidence on all sides of its practical application. Whether by press 
publicity, poster or other publication matters not so long as the 
public is constantly being reminded that “ The Public Library 
exists for the Public Service.” The constant link between public 
libraries and the press is invaluable publicity work, and we are 
pleased to see, in this connection, what Mr. Charles Nowell, of 
Coventry, is doing. Under the heading of ‘ Books of the Day,” 
Mr. Nowell has contributed for a year an annotated list of recent 
additions to the Coventry Public Libraries, and the popularity of 
this feature has been proved in practical form by the regular appli- 
cation of borrowers for these volumes. Coventry has just issued a 
Bibliography on Automobiles, a reprint of two parts of the auto- 
mobile catalogue in the “ Bulletin.”” This has attracted much 
attention in the technical press, and the president of the Institution 
of Automobile Engineers (Mr. H. G. Burford) states that “ it should 
be invaluable to students and all engaged in the automobile in- 
dustry.” We agree! Whatever may be said against the policy of 
publicity, modern librarians are keenly alive to its value. 

In connection with this subject we are pleased to note that a 
oe on “ Library Advertising ” has been recently read before the 

iety of Public Librarians, and from the discussion that followed 
it was quite evident that now, if ever, wise publicity is needed in 
Public Libraries. 


* * * * 


We note that in the recent sale of drawings and prints relating 
to London Topography (the second of the Coates-Gardner sale at 
Sotheby’s) the section relating to Kensington was purchased en bloc 
before the sale by the Kensington Public Library. We believe that 
one section was purchased in similar manner at the sale of a previous 
portion of this collection, and we could have wished that the supply 
both of money and local patriotism had been sufficient to have 
enabled the other boroughs to purchase the collections relating to 
their areas. It was a chance that may never occur again, as the 
collection was almost unique. 
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PRINTING IN THE FIFTEENTH CENTURY 


AN ACCOUNT OF TWO UNRECORDED SPANISH 
INCUNABULA. 


By James P. R. LYELL. 


PRINTED books of the fifteenth century, representing as they do the 
earliest monuments of the work of the printing press, have long 
attracted the attention of the bibliographer and the student of 
typography. We owe to the praiseworthy efforts of Hain in 1826 
descriptions of some 16,000 fifteenth century books printed in all 
= of Europe, and to-day the work of his successors, Copinger, 
octor, Reichling and last, but by no means least, the German 
Commission appointed on the subject, have probably doubled that 
number. It is not, therefore, very often that one has the good 
fortune to discover incunabula hitherto unknown and undescribed. 
Particularly is this true of Spain, where the labours of Dr. Konrad 
Haebler, the leading authority on the fifteenth century books of the 
Peninsula, have left very little to be done by his successors. 


Spain and England, of the larger European countries, were 
the latest in point of date to adopt the new art, their first books 
appearing in the years 1475* and 1477. It is due to this and to 
other reasons that the total known output of these two countries 
in the fifteenth century amounts to the comparatively small num- 
ber of about 825 in the case of Spain and of some 359 in England, 
and of these English books many of them only survive in a single 
leaf. When these figures are compared with those of Germany, 
Italy, France and the Low Countries, the handicap of a late start 
will be readily appreciated. If, however, Spanish and English 
incunabula are small in number, their interest is correspondingl 
greater, and we find this reflected in the price which examples fetc 
when they appear in the salerooms. 

The two newly-discovered books to which attention is now 
directed were both printed in the town of Burgos, a city of Spain 
which was the ancient capital of old Castile. The scene of the 
marriage of our own King Edward I., it possesses a glorious cathe- 
dral, one of the finest specimens of the early pointed period. Print- 
ing was introduced in 1485 by Fadrique (Biel) de Basilea (the 
modern Basel), who had printed at Basel from 1470, and whose 
device in some of his Spanish books represents a lion holding in 
his paw a standard bearing the arms of that city. 

We find him at work at Burgos for the long period of about 
30 years (1485-1517). 

The second of my two recent finds was printed by him, while 
the first one was printed by Iuan de Burgos, the second printer 
who established himself in the city in 1490. 

Very little is known about him, as unlike so many of his con- 
temporaries, he gives no autobiographical details in his colophons. 


* There is an undated book printed at Valencia by Lambert Palmart 
which may have appeared in 1474. 
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The book of his which we are now considering bears neither 
the place nor date of printing, and no name of the printer is given. 
It has, however, been readily placed as his work by Dr. Konrad 
Haebler, who has identified the type and dates the book between 
the years 1495 and 1499. 


A small quarto treatise of 12 leaves in Gothic letter, it contains 
32 lines to a full page of type, it being — in Haebler’s Nos. 
1 and 3, with an initial letter on the recto of the first leaf (Haebler b.). 


The title reads :— 


Aqui Comienca un Tractado breve de Conjession Copila / do 
por el Magnifico Arcobispo de Palermo Maestro en sa/cta Theologia 
een el Tiepo g Le Copilo daba Cruzada a To/ dos Los q a el Ocuria 
con q era Asueltos de sus Peccos. / 


Underneath this title is a fine woodcut (81 x67 mm.), which 
represents the Archbishop of Palermo, seated on his throne, pre- 
senting crosses to a number of persons, one of whom is kneeling 
in the act of receiving it. 


Dr. Haebler tells me that this cut (vide reproduction) has hitherto 
been unknown and is not traced in any other book. I think this is 
somewhat remarkable, as one usually finds 15th century cuts of 
this kind being transferred from one printing office to another and 
appearing over and over again. 


This particular little book may be described as a ‘‘ Manual of, 
or Preparation for, Confession.”” The precise authorship is unknown 
and no other edition of this particular manual has been traced. 
I conjecture, however, that it was possibly written by, or under 
the direction of Jean de Paternione, who was appointed Archbishop 
of Palermo in 1489, and died in 1511. This city was the ancient 
capital of Sicily which was under the dominion of the kings of 
Aragon at the time. 


Our author opens his treatise by describing it as one for the 
good of souls and proceeds to say that any faithful Christian who 
reads it will be able to make a good confession. A prayer to God 
and the Holy Virgin is given and then the ten commandments are 
set out and possible offences against each of them are indicated. 
The seven deadly sins, namely, Pride, Avarice, Lust, Anger, Glut- 
tony, Envy and Sloth, are reprobated, while corporal works of 
mercy, such as visiting the sick and helping the poor, and spiritual 
works, such as giving good advice to and praying with the afflicted, 
are inculcated. Sins of the senses, sins against the articles of faith, 
a long dissertation on the use and abuse of time, make up some of 
the other sections. There are special notes for residents in Religious 
Houses (‘‘ claustrales’’) and an interesting section deals with sins 
which the Pope alone can remit, for example (a) The murder of 
a cleric, (b) An unperformed vow to make a pilgrimage, (c) One 
who calls in question the = of the Pope, (d) Anyone who burns 
a church, (e) A cleric who falls into irregularity, and (/) Those persons 
who are guilty of either simony or arson. The treatise ends with a 
discussion concerning oe which aggravate the nature of sins, 
such as the position of the person sinned against, the place where 
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it was committed and the failure to resist the particular temptation. 
The Confessor, who can only be a Priest, must be of silent disposi- 
tion, prudent and pious. As regards the penance to be inflicted, 
the punishment must fit the crime, ¢.g., the avaricious sinner must 
make restitution, the greedy man must fast, and the lazy one must 
go to church and attend pilgrimages. 

A prayer for use after confession brings to a final conclusion 
this interesting example of i5th century ecclesiastical direction and 
instruction. 

I discovered this book bound up with another Spanish incunable, 
both of them at one time in the library of a Religious House at 
Oristano, in the Province of Cagliari in Sardinia. A MS. note on 
one of the leaves reads: ‘‘ Est loci Oristani Capucinorum,” while 
on the blank margin of other leaves appears the autograph of 
“Antonio Flacca,” a previous owner. 


We will now turn from the realm of theology to that of belles- 
lettres. Unlike the previous work, a glance at the colophon (vide 
reproduction), indicates not only the author but the name of the 
printer and the place and date of printing. We are told that this 
work of Marineus was printed in the city of Burgos by Fredericus 
Basiliensis in 1497. 

The book is in quarto, printed in Roman character, consists 
of 32 leaves, containing 27 long lines to a full page. The type is 
Proctor No. 11 of Fadrique de Basilea. 


It was known that in 1497 Fadrique acquired some Roman 
type, based on French models, which later on he used sparingly 
in some of his Latin books. The discovery of this particular one 
marks the first book with an actual date in which this Roman type 
was employed. 

Marineus commences the book with verses in honour of Prince 
John of Spain and a prose dedication to Ferdinand and Isabella, 
which occupy two leaves ; the next fifteen are devoted to Epistolae 
illustrium Romanorum, a series of letters of illustrious Romans 
which Marineus says, on account of the importance of their contents 
and the felicity of their style, he thinks ought to be collected and 
published. 

After these letters we come to the most interesting portion of 
the book, which we may call Diversa Carmina. In one place 
Marineus calls them “‘ Songs about our happy Spain.” Verses are 
given written in honour of Ferdinand, of Isabella, and several other 
notable contemporary personages, while contributions in prose 
are addressed to Jacques Contarini, the Doge of Venice, and others. 


A hymn to the Virgin against the invasion of Italy by the 
Germans is of topical and historic interest, while the personal 
touch is provided by a letter of one Lupus Angulus, who writes to 
the author, his master, and says: ‘I saw in a bookseller’s shop a 
letter which I wrote under your dictation in praise of Peter Martyr. 
I saw it was very badly printed, many omissions in the text having 
been made, wherefore without your consent, I have had it reprinted, 
so that previous readers may now have it in a correct version.” 
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Signa nouem pheebus nam preterit abditus ex quo 
on domus egreditur limina prima fuz, 

Dum metuere manus mortales hos ego natos 
lupiter exclamat non reor effe meos, 

Ex me funt geniti qui nil mortale timebunt: 
Et iuga belligeris impofuere uiris, 

Talibus excelfum natis partimur olympum; 
Ad ftygyum fratrem cetera turba ruat: 

Siiouis ergo placet regnum ccelefte duobus 
Fratribus:exibit frater utergs domo, 

Sin magis obfcun(Cquod nolim)regna profundi 
Tartareafqs domos figite utergs pedes, 


Lucii marinei Siculi opufculifinis impreffum 
in ciuitate Burgitanaa magiftro Federico Bafis 
lienfi, Annoa partu Virginis, M,ccce, xcvii. 


Peter Martyr, who is referred to here (1455-1526), was the 
well-known historian at the court of Ferdinand and Isabella. His 
friend, Lucas Marineo, the Sicilian, did much to assist him in 
securing a revival of letters at this time. Born in 1460, Marineo 
was at one time a professor of literature at Palermo ; later, when he 
removed to Spain, he was a professor at Salamanca University for 
12 years, afterwards becoming a chaplain and the official his- 
triographer to the Catholic Kings. 


His famous work, De las Cosas Memorables de Espana, gives a 
vivid picture of Spain at the end of the 15th and beginning of the 
16th centuries. Init he deals inter alia with the conquest of America 
and gives a long account of the conversion of the Indians, a work 
which well deserves the eulogy paid to it by Prescott. 


It is not without interest that there have been brought to light 
after more than four hundred years the polished, if trifling, verses, 
in which the grave historian found time to sing about “ our happy 
Spain,” and the men and women who, in their day and generation, 
did so much to make her the famous mistress of a world-wide 


empire. 
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THE PROBLEM OF THE SMALL LIBRARY 


By Epwarp GREEN, Chief Librarian, Halifax Public Libraries. 


NOTWITHSTANDING the fact that some of the smaller libraries of 
this country, in equipment and administration, can give “ points ” 
to others in larger towns, it is also true to say that a greater number 
of these smaller libraries present somewhat of a problem so far as 
really effective work is concerned. Possibly the root-cause of their 
inefficiency is a financial one; and the inadequate conception of 
what a library service may be on the part of their committees adds 
to the difficulty. To some extent the rate limitation prior to the 
1919 Act is still conditioning things in such areas, but it does appear 
that those who really believe in public libraries as social and educa- 
tional agencies of importance should bestir themselves in the matter. 

Not so long ago I inspected a small Carnegie library in a fairly 
populous locality, where the librarian—a man of enthusiasm—was 
working against terrible odds. No money was ever spent on new 
books, all accession since establishment having been from a book- 
club and the gifts of generous users of the library. In organisation 
and equipment the library also lacked what is now almost univer- 
versally accepted as indispensable, and to crown all one room in 
the building had been diverted to municipal purposes other than 
those of a library. 

Another example of inadequate provision is to be found in a 
similar area to the last-named. Here the local authority some few 
years ago decided upon a public library, obtained the use of an old 
and inadequate (for the size of the district) building and gathered 
together a few thousand volumes—in quality good, bad, and indiff- 
erent. Untrained labour, with some general advice from the librarian 
of a neighbouring town, was employed and sought and the library 
launched on its mission of enlightenment. Some attempt at classi- 
fication of the books was attempted, but, as showing the absolute 
failure to understand the job by those entrusted with it, an examina- 
tion revealed volumes that had been Deweyed and shelved, not by 
their Dewey numbers but by either accession numbers or authors. 
There were no shelf labels at all and the shelf headings were crude 
cardboard signs, in keeping with the generally primitive arrange- 
ments everywhere evident. But the catalogues were even worse, 
showing an ignorance hardly believable. The sheaf variety had 
been adopted, and the non-fiction subject volumes revealed the 
most fantastic entries. For example, the Deweyed class and finding 
numbers were typed in parentheses and the accession numbers 
were typed in place of the latter as finding numbers. A few borrowers 
complained that they were unable to find books by aid of these 
catalogues, and no wonder. The catalogues, though, were usually 
stored away from the public and only produced on request. 

The third example to be mentioned now is a somewhat larger 
establishment than the other two, and one that in organisation has 
become out of date. It is now being re-organised, but owing to the 
lack of expert advice the work has been approached the wrong way 
and is being rectified by the employment of some skilled help to 
disentangle the muddle entered into. 
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These three examples, briefly outlined, point to the absolute 
necessity of skilled service and satisfactory technical equipment 
if the smaller public libraries are to justify themselves, and the 
sooner those responsible realise this the sooner will their institutions 
do the work they ought to be doing. But it is to be feared that the 
average district councillor does not yet comprehend the functions 
and possibilities of a public library. He regards it rather as a place 
where residents can get recreative literature and as something of a 
luxury. In fact, something very similar to the circulating or book- 
stall library, to be presided over by someone whose chief capacity 
is the handing out and registration of books. So it is that untrained, 
and unsuitable, labour is so frequently employed in these small 
libraries, and the quality of the work corresponds to the effort made. 

What is to be done, then, to remedy this state of affairs? No 
doubt in the near future, when we get a national and co-ordinated 
library service, these ineffective centres will speedily be improved, 
but in the meantime something might be done by placing them 
under the care of the nearest town librarian of experience and proved 
ability. Not only might this be profitable as regards initial organiza- 
tion or re-organization, but it would also prove worth while as a 
continuous policy to ensure that each institution secured the right 
books and a satisfactory service all round. 

Finally, by obtaining expert advice the smaller local authorities 
would undoubtedly spend whatever money they have available to 
much greater advantage than is possible under existing conditions. 


NOTTINGHAM’S NEW BRANCHES 


THE Nottingham Public Libraries Committee is continuing to press 
forward in the matter of the provision of new branches. 

The foundation stone of the new Southern Branch was laid 
by the Mayor of Nottingham (Alderman Houston, J.P.) on December 
10th. 

This Branch Library and Reading Room will occupy a promi- 
nent triangular site at the corner of Wilford Grove and Wilford 
Crescent East. The imposing main entrance will be approached 
from the junction of the two thoroughfares, and will open into a 
spacious entrance hall, from which each of the public rooms can 
be directly entered. There will be a large Reading Room 68 feet 
long by 22 feet wide. This room will be divided by a glass screen 
into two sections, the first as a newsroom and the second as a maga- 
zine and general reference room. The Lending Library will be 
42 feet long by 32 feet wide, and will face the entrance. The Library 
has been planned on the open-access system, and the book-racks 
will be radiating and under full view of the Librarian-in-Charge. 
A Reading Room, 30 feet long by 22 feet wide, for boys and girls, 
will be another important feature. An Attendant’s Office is placed 
so that there may be supervision over every part of the building. 
Phe whole of the furnishings and fittings will be on the most modern 
lines. Each room will have an abundance of light and ventilation, 
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and be heated by a low-pressure hot-water system. The whole of 
the public rooms will be laid with composition paving, the object 
being to preserve as much quietude as possible. Regarding the 
exterior, the elevation and details will be both bold and effective. 
The stone-dressings will be in rich contrast to the brick facings, 
and the colour scheme as a whole will be both pleasing and attrac- 
tive. An artistic outlay of the ground surrounding the. building 
will add to the attractiveness of the structure. The architect is 
Mr. Arthur Dale, of the City Engineer's Dept., Nottingham ; and 
the erection of the building is being undertaken by Messrs. Bosworth 
and Lowe, of Nottingham. 

The entire cost of the building is being defrayed through the 
munificence of the Carnegie United Kingdom Trust. 

This is the second of Nottingham’s new branches. The first 
one will be opened in January, and will serve the northern end of 
the city. It is situated at Bulwell, and occupies a prominent tri- 
angular site at the corner of Highbury Road and Station Road. 
It will be known as the Northern Branch. The entire cost of the 
building has been defrayed through the munificence of the Carnegie 
United Kingdom Trust, supplemented by a generous donation from 
the Miners’ Welfare Committee. Other new branches are being 
planned to serve other districts. 


A PUBLICITY SERVICE FOR TOWNS* 


By W. C. BERWICK SAYERs. 

Mr. President, Mr. Mayor and Gentlemen, 

1._-When our President asked me if 1 would inflict myself upon 
you for a few minutes at this luncheon, I had been thinking, with 
much appreciation, of the little address which Mr. H. R. Grubb 
gave last month. The point which stood out in my mind was that 
however well an advertisement is produced in a physical sense, in 
the last resort it will depend for its appeal upon its psychological 
fitness. There is no more interesting study for a man of letters 
than that of the literary efforts of his commercial friends. He 
himself is a member of that general public which they desire to 
reach and to serve, and very occasionally, but not often, to exploit. 
He is sometimes struck with admiration at the aptness and mental 
understanding, if | may use the term, shown by the advertisement 
writer. 1 might instance in Croydon a letter sent out by a well- 
known firm to the children, purporting to be written by Father 
Christmas himself, and telling them that there was to be a bazaar 
and circus at Christmas. It was a piece of good advertising, 
but it was a great deal more than that. It was a piece of sound 
psychology. This is one of several examples equally good that | 
have met with in Croydon at times. On the other hand, it is a sad 
fact that one occasionally—-too frequently for my comfort—receives 


*An Address to the Croydon Chamber of Commerce. Monday, 
December 3rd, 1923. 
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advertisements in which the appeal is wrong, and in which too 
often the substantives and the verbs do not agree. I am con- 
vinced that no man of business should issue an advertisement 
without having it looked over for him by a second person, who will 
check it in those minute points which may not be essential when we 
use language in conversation, but which are magnified a hundred- 
fold when they appear in print. This is a trite saying, and is apart 
from what I am going to talk to you about, but I could not help 
expressing the idea that has been running in my mind for a long 
time. 

2. During this past summer I had the joy of walking amongst the 
palms on the beautiful front at Torquay. Near the pier was a little 
white kiosk with the words displayed, “ Information Bureau.” 
This aroused my interest very considerably, but I could think of 
no way at the moment of testing it better than asking for a railway 
time-table. I found it was in charge of a very courteous man in 
uniform, who produced a time table, but that and a local directory 
appeared to be all the extraneous sources of information which he 
possessed, and | inferred that he himself must be the animated 
encyclopaedia of information. 

3. — The idea was a good one, but Limmediately thought how much 
better this could be done. Anyway it is a start. Now most towns 
have some focus of local information, usually affiliated with or 
supported by the Town Council or the Chamber of Commerce, or 
both. Blackpool is, I suppose, the outstanding example of town 
exploitation by means of a business and publicity department, and 
Brighton has also a similar advertising department. You will see 
that I am thinking not of business advertising in the restricted 
sense, but of publicity work on behalf of the town as a town. Gen- 
erally speaking if one wants information about a town one is recom- 
mended to write to the Town Clerk. The advice is good ; but Town 
Clerks are extremely busy men; their offices are in Town Halls 
and slightly remote from the everyday walks of the everyday man, 
and they have rarely any real equipment for giving information 
readily about the town, although, of course, it is at their disposal 
with a little enquiry. I am not attempting tocriticise Town Clerks ; 
I leave that sort of absurdity to people who don’t know the work 
they do. 

4.—So I had a day dream of an attractive office in a town in 
which was gathered together every form of book, file and index which 
could possibly throw any light upon the resources of Croydon. It 
was a place where I, imagining myself to be a newcomer to the town, 
would go to find out the hundred and one things which a new resident 
wants to know. The names of officials, the position of the schools 
and their charges, the character of the soil in the various districts, 
the names of the owners of property, including that which has not 
been developed, the railway connections and rates of charge, the 
various ‘bus routes and their charges, the tramway service and all 
about it, the names of the clergy and ministers and the character 
of their church service, the incidence of rates, the analysis of the 
water of the town, the cost and availability of the lighting service, 
the whereabouts of doctors, nurses, ambulances, the various organi- 
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sations of the town, the Chamber of Commerce and the trade 
societies, professional associations, literary, artistic, musical and 
recreational organisations, the relief societies, the recreational clubs 
such as tennis, football, cricket, badminton, golf, and so on. Can 
you think of any organisation in Croydon that could answer any 
question on any of these things immediately when it is called for ? 
I think the answer is the Public Library. 
5.—There is one more thing that the Public Library does not 
do, and which no town that I know of does do. There is no means, 
except perhaps a circuitous one, by which men who are interested 
in certain things may come into touch in the most friendly manner 
with people of like interests. In a church congregation, | am told, 
when a man is particularly attracted by a girl whom he does not 
know in the congregation, he should present himself to the vicar, 
explain his credentials, and ask him to procure him an introduction 
to the charming young person. It seems to me that a town should 
have someone who occupies with people in general a place analogous 
with that of the vicar. We want a master of ceremonies to whom 
any man who wants to get into touch with people who are interested 
in anything, be it butterflies, golf, chess, social welfare or the growing 
of cabbages can go, who will make a few very tactful enquiries about 
the man’s character and requirements, and will then place him in 
contact with people like himself. It does not seem to me to be 
impossible, although you may think I am quixotic in making such a 
suggestion. 
6.—Well, gentlemen, two years ago, in co-operation with the 
Public Libraries Committee, you established what we called a 
Commercial Section in the Reference Library. We had hopes that 
by collecting reference books, catalogues, newspaper cuttings, 
codes, year books, and similar sources of information, we might 
be able to solve rapidly many of the questions which are incidental 
to business life. With a telephone within hand’s-reach of these 
books, and a competent jibrarian to handle them, we thought that 
we could become the business library of the town and so save the 
ordinary business man the expense and inconvenience of maintain- 
ing some sort of a library for himself. It is one thing to have 
ambitions ; it is another to make them materialise, and my purpose 
here is to tell you how far we have been able to be of use. 
7.—One thing that has occurred has been a very large increase 
in the use of the Reference Library in the past two years. About 
three Saturdays ago no less than 1,100 books were used in the single 
day in that department. It is probable that many of these were 
used for commercial purposes. I do know this, that we have now 
records of a very large amount of information required and supplied 
to enquirers. Let me give you a few examples of questions asked 
within the past few months :-— 
1.—The names of manufacturers of magnetic separators ; the 
names of manufacturers of bread for diabetics. 
2.—The names and addresses of advertising papers in various 
towns. 
3.—-What are the facilities for training in engineering of both 
university and non-university standard ? 
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4,—Similar information in regard to training for agriculture. 
5.—The products and industries of our Colonies and of foreign 
countries, with statistics. 
6.—Information on modern flour and milling. 
7.—Statistical enquiries such as the output of coal, annually, 
monthly and weekly, and the number of motor car licences 
issued between December, 1921, and May, 1922. 
8.—Market days in various towns. 
9.—Number of persons with incomes of {500 and other amounts. 
10.—The Census figures. 
11.—Statistics of the religious denominations. 
12.—Revenue account of towns. 
13.—The value of mineral products of the Colonies for recent 
years, and so on. 
In regard to such questions I wish to make a necessary remark. 
In an earlier report I stated that one of the questions asked was : 
‘Who was the first murderer to be arrested through the agency of 
the telegraph ? '’ One of our most respected townsmen humorously 
enquired what business value had such a question, and asked one 
for himself: ‘‘ Why does a chicken cross the road ?’’ The answer 
is that it is not the business of the librarian to assess the value of 
any question asked by enquirers ; it is his business to furnish the 
information. As a matter of fact the question concerning the 
murderer was asked with a very distinct business purpose by a 
journalist who had a commission to write an article in connection 
with the notorious Bournemouth murder. To him the question 
was distinctly a commercial one. As for the chicken crossing the 
road, in addition to the obvious answer to get to the other side, 
I would suggest that to the student of animal and bird psychology 
the answer is quite insufficient, and merely shows the effect of 
crossing the road, and not the volition of the bird which was the 
cause of that crossing. It is much wiser to treat every question 
we receive as a question asked in good faith, and therefore one 
worthy of courteous attention. 
8.—-We have added to our stock of directories for the principal 
trades and for the great towns, and the files of newspaper cuttings 
on business subjects have revealed a great deal of information 
which has been useful to us on such points as 
Railway rates, 
Registration of patents, 
Factory building. 
Hoisting and conveying machinery, 
Works organisation, 
Bread manufacture, 
The safe-guarding of industries, 
Business organization, 
and many other subjects, the knowledge in these cuttings being 
well in advance of that in books. 
9.—-The enquiries we receive by telephone have averaged 1,200 
a year. Most of these have been dealt with immediately, but in 
some cases where long research has been entailed the telephone 
number of the enquirer has been taken and the information has 
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been given as soon as it has been obtained. In a few cases we have 
directed the enquirer to ring up some other place which was a direct 
source of information, but this does not very often occur. 

10..-I| want to express my indebtedness to various members 
of the Advisory Committee which the Chamber established to help 
me with this work. We have not used the services of them all, but 
several of them have fulfilled their undertaking to our complete 
satisfaction, and have responded readily and fully to the questions 
which I have asked them. In particular our Honorary Secretary, 
Mr. Peard, has been of great help to us, and I wish to express my 
indebtedness to him. 

11.—-I do not wish to lay more stress than it is wise to do upon 
the value of the service we are trying to render to you as business 
men. I do not wish to convey the impression that any publicity 
organization of this type can in any way take the place of the 
advertiser direct or indirect, or of the specialist either in trade or 
in the professions. I do not mean to say that any answer we give 
has any authority behind it other than that of the book or books 
from which we take it, and this authority, whenever we know it, 
we are careful to state to the enquirer. I do want to say this, how- 
ever, that our Reference Librarian prides himself on the fact that 
you have not been able to ask a question in Croydon in the last 
two years for which he has not found some sort of an answer. We 
make the freest use of the telephone, and do not limit our enquiries 
to the material we have at hand. We are in touch with the libraries 
of London, and naturally with all Government offices, and therefore 
nearly every question which we are not able to answer from our own 
resources we refer to these. For example, one reader desired the 
formula by which moonrise and sunrise were calculated, and seeing 
that no book appears to give this apparently obvious information, 
a direct question to the Astronomer-Royal at Greenwich produced 
the formula within a few hours. The Dutch Consulate has pro- 
vided me with figures for a reader as to the solvency of a bank in 
Amsterdam, and I might give you other instances if you desired 
me to do so. 

12.—Naturally I want to see this work extend to such a degree 
that hereafter anyone wanting to know anything whatsoever will 
first turn to the Reference Library. A great deal still remains to 
be done. The Information Bureau for Croydon, from which par- 
ticulars of the resources of the town in all those kinds which I 
mentioned at the beginning of this address can be obtained, only 
exists in part. It can easily be added to by extending what we 
already do, but at present | do not possess the accommodation or 
the staff for carrying it out ; indeed, large as our Reference Library 
is (it is the largest south of London I believe), it is now far too small 
to accommodate either our books or our readers, and we have reached 
an impasse beyond which we cannot go without an extension of our 
premises. We shall be asking the Council to give this extension, 
and I hope in the interests of the commercial community as well 
as of the larger community which we commercial men serve, that 
the efforts of the Libraries Committee will have your sympathy 
and support. 
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A NEW LIBRARY SYSTEM 


In the course of an interesting special article on the League of 
Nations Library The Christian Science Monitor of October 29th 
especially emphasises the advanced methods adopted. It says: 
“* The new library system is the most highly specialised in the world, 
the old methods of individual classification being unified into a 
standardised system. This decimal system, known as the Brussels 
classification, is in use at the Secretariat. The catalogue of the 
library has its author, subject and title under the same letter of the 
alphabet, and is a marvel of skilled classification. There is also an 
analytical subject index of all important periodicals received since 
1920. . . . Applications come from students of library work 
f om all over the world, who are anxious to learn more of the modern 
system of book classification, and methods of dealing with first- 
hand international sources.” 

Whilst the article in question will, no doubt, satisfy the lay 
mind there must be many library workers in both this country and 
America who would be glad of more detailed information to help 
them to understand the novelty of methods claimed. Can The 
Library World look into the matter and so satisfy its numerous 
readers ? 


THE PUBLIC LIBRARY AND FREE-LANCING 


Tue public library is assuredly wide in its appeal, and one increasing 
sphere of usefulness embraces the needs of that growing band of 
literary workers known as free-lance writers. The writer remembers 
more than a few people who have found the public library not only 
useful but indispensable to them as writers. One individual in 
particular, an educated man who had missed his way, was for many 
years enabled to keep the “ wolf from the door "’ by using the public 
library, which suggested topics and provided information whereby 
he composed his articles for the press. This man said that but for 
the library, which enabled him to earn something of a living, the 
workhouse would have had him many years before it actually did. 

In the first issue of a bright little practical journal— The 
Writer—full of apparently sound information, T, St. Patrick Molony, 
in the course of an article on “ Some Aspects of Free-Lancing,”’ says : 
“A notice may catch the reader’s eye, saying that such and such 
an event will take place. Suppose that to commemorate some event 
of national importance, for example, it ts decided to light beacons 
along the coast. The free-lance says to himself, ‘ Beacons |! What 
do I know about them?’ Going to a free library, he will look up 
beacons in a reference book or encyclopaedia, and in a short while 
he will be able to ‘ knock off’ a good story that is topical, interest- 
ing to the public, and for himself a cheque for his pains.”’ 

This is all very true, and the man or women with imagination, 
selective power, and the ability to sense the needs of particular 
journals will find the public library a veritable storehouse of infor- 
mation only awaiting exploitation. E.G, 


+ 
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LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS 


DEAR CALLIMACHUS, 

I rubbed my eyes when I received a letter from you two months 
ago. Verily we are bad correspondents ; and when our vigorous 
Aristonymous, who also has been unaccountably inactive in the 
epistolatory industry, followed your example a month later, I 
thought that it was time to wake up—reluctantly. One loves letters, 
for there is always the postibility of adventure in an unopened 
envelope. On the other hand, there is always the dire necessity of 
answering them, unless you are like my learned friend Palaios, who 
never answers a letter on the sound principle that every letter 
answers itself in six weeks. He is right, but what would the world 
lose if you and I acted upon it! 

A Live Association. 

it seems that the library world in London is waking, too; for 
despite the criticisms of an esteemed contemporary journal, the 
first meeting of the London and Home Counties Branch appears 
to have been a success, and the second was good—better than any 
recent meeting of the Library Association itself—in spite of rush 
elections, rain, fog and Deptford! It has a live Council, and has 
inaugurated a new homely and attractive policy, whereby the 
Chairman takes us into his confidence at each meeting, tells us what 
our Council is doing, and makes us—at long last—feel that we are 
part of the show. The programme of meetings is clear-cut and the 
subjects chosen are sound. This Association has W. Benson Thorne 
for Secretary, and that in itself means that it will be a success. 

LIBRARIES ALIVE. 

Was there ever a time in your remembrance, O Cailimachus, 
when libraries were so much alive? It was because mine was so 
busy that my grey head was nor seen in the back row of the seats in 
the Eastbourne Town Hall in Cenference Week. We wake up in 
September, and it is becoming more and more difficult for me to 
get away to hear papers on Sanuel Butler and on the collecting of 
MSS. than it was thirty years ago. Only a few days ago a very 
venerable member of my Committee told a public meeting that not 
so many people used my library as he could wish. Ye gods! It 
was with the utmost effort that I refrained from pulling his coat 
tails and telling him that if more did use it I should need a large 
increase of stock, staff and mories. So this is what we have come 
to. The use now made of libraries nearly everywhere exceeds our 
capacity. It is welcome ; and vet 

Much BALDERDASH 
is still written about public libraries. That estimable publication, 
which is cheekily called The Lodleian (what does Oxford think 
of the name ?), and is the magazine of the house of John Lane, has 
of late given voice through a gentleman named J. B. Priestley to 
this exquisite piece of fiction :— 

‘ The libraries are about as fond of volumes of essays as the 
average grocer is of tins of paté de foie gras. The public libraries 
particularly, as they are not on a commercial basis, are open to 
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criticism on this count, for they go gaping after the biggest crowd 
of buyers, pack their shelves with fiction of any and every kind, and 
leave the essayist and critic severely alone. (This is not a wild charge 
but one based on a thorough examination of the contents of a num- 
ber of public libraries up and down the country.) ” 

What do you think of it, especially the parenthetical tarra- 
diddle ? I can see you “ gaping after the biggest crowd '’—pre- 
sumably with your mouth full of fiction! Still that would be more 
wholesome than Mr. Priestley’s paté ‘e foie gras, which would seem 
to be the perfect diet of essayists ! 

Don ATIONS. 

I hear that some librarians are refusing gifts, not only of 
periodicals but even of books, on the ground that many that are 
given are useless. I am of opinion that few books are useless, and 
that this is an unsound policy. I accept everything in the hope that 
I shall not miss anything that is good. This works well. And as 
to the books I do not want—there is always a library somewhere 
that does want them. In the first place, every book has some local 
interest ; its author lived somewhere and in the library of that 
somewhere it will be welcomed, I imagine. In the second place, 
there are new, or fairly new, libraries which, owing to their recent 
origin, have been unable to catch up with the earlier books. I would 
urge that we have in this matter a mutual duty. We should not 
send our surplus to the paper-maker unless we have previously 
offered it to those libraries to which it might be of service. Of course 
this policy demands a certain amount of time ; but is it not a ques- 
tion of bibliothecal honour that it should be pursued? Some 
libraries do it, but how many do not ? 

DIsPARITY IN ISSUEs. 

On page 126 of the October i.+5rarvy World—the issue in which 
your letter appeared—are the abstracts of some library reports 
which are so remarkable that I wan‘ to ask questions. The libraries 
from which they come are thre of them suburban, one a 
London library, and the other a great city library. Here they are :— 

Turnover, per 


Stock Issue cent. of Stock 
Birmingham... 537,148 3,369,371... 6.2 
Croydon 98,705... 740,178... 7.4 
Shoreditch 60,616... 230,622... 3.7 
Tottenham 55,704 929,657... 17.6 
Willesden 66,723... 498,632... 7.4 


One feature is the remarkable similarity of the turnover at 
Birmingham, Croydon and Willesden; and Shoreditch is an 
unusual place, which does a large “ reading room "’ service ; and, 
of course, on the whole, Metropolitan libraries issue fewer books 
than those out of London. But Tottenham is remarkable. 1 want 
to ask the Chief Librarian, for the sake of his brethren whose turn- 
over is less than half of his own, a few questions. How is the issue 
made up? Does it include issues from school libraries (which I see 
are mentioned in the note as progressing), and if so, how are the 
school issues recorded : by estimate, or by rigid record of each indi- 
vidual issue ? What is the issue from the public library buildings ? 


he 


192 Tue Liprary Worip 


And what, in short, is the statistical method employed? Mr. 
Bennett will forgive me, but when a librarian has the good fortune 
to be able to announce such figures as these, he will not be surprised 
at the curiosity of his brethren. 

By the time this reaches you the tumult and the shouting (and 
the torrents of pure truth) connected with the election will be 
over, and the weary world will be looking forward once again to 

CHRISTMAS 
and the New Year. May both bring us all that peace and content- 
ment, and the forward hope, which are the divine traditions of this 
time. ERATOSTHENES. 
The Editor does not hold himselj responsible for the opinions of the 
writers of “ LETTERS ON OuR AFFAIRS.’’) 


| Readers are invited lo send us items of news for this column. Brief 
Notes and innovations, interesting happenings, appointments and 
changes and other local items of general interest are particularly 


welcome. 


Ar a recent meeting of the West Yorkshire Evening Schools 
Association, the Right Hon. J. H. Whitley, The Speaker, after 
speaking of evening schools thirty or forty years ago, suggested 
that before they could educate their boys and girls, they, as teachers, 
should first know their nature and their outlook. Though evening 
schools did not teach up to the University standard, still there was 
one subject in which they might claim to have both learned and 
taught, and that was human nature. Their aim should be not so 
much the technical instruction and the vocational training of their 
young blood, but to obtain good citizenship. They thought that 
after the war human nature would be better than it had been before. 
Human nature was something that changed their souls, and the 
first thing to be considered in teaching was their material. He also 
suggested that evening education should include not only mental 
training but also physical development. 

Mr. H. H. Quilter, speaking on “ Literary Culture in the 
Evening School,”’ observed that evening schools were not the only 
agencies that were educating the young people. There were adult 
schools, study circles, ete., and he was not quite certain which 
gave the better training, the evening schools or the adult schools. 
In the latter, scholars taught themselves, and as they learned they 
discussed their knowledge. The problem of the evening school, 
he said, was to fill young minds with something worth thinking 
about, and something interesting, and that, he thought, could be 
done by the study of good literature. 

Mr. E. Green, Chief Librarian of Halifax, speaking on the 
public library and the evening school, said that Halifax had had a 
powerful auxiliary in the extensive school library system inaugurated 
in 1906. Every elementary school had its own library of from 50 
to 500 volumes for home reading; on similar lines the evening 
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continuation, junior technical, junior commercial, and the girls’ 
secondary schools enjoyed a like provision with a circulation of 
100,000 per annum. The scheme, financed by the Education 
Committee, cost £300 a year. The work of their libraries was con- 
cerned with the beginnings of reading only, its further pursuit 
being in the public libraries proper. Literary lessons had been 
instituted, and in charge of a teacher visits were paid to the lib- 
raries when the arrangements of books were not only examined, 
and the catalogue explained, but the children were tested in finding 
specific books and subjects, a brief chat on books and writers was 
undertaken, and the use and value of reference books indicated. 
Following this came research work in the library, and although 
this particular activity had but recently been inaugurated, the 
results were considered fruitful. In addition to co-operation with 
scholastic education, some attempt had been made to keep in 
touch with, and help the work of other educational bodies. 

A larger use of public libraries by young people on the above 
lines, he said, would do more for adult education than was at 
present realised. 


PERSONAL NOTES. 

Mr. James CransHAwW, M.L.A., Senior Assistant, Bolton Public 
Libraries, has been appointed Assistant-in-Charge of the Cataloguing 
Department, Sheffield Public Libraries. 

G. S. D. Lindsay, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, to be Chief Assistant, 
Tynemouth. 

Gwendolen Rees, F.L.A. (Diploma), Assistant-in-Charge of the 
Central Reference Library, Fulham, to be Sub-Librarian in charge 
of the North Branch Library, Fulham. 


REVIEWS 


REPORTS. 


BATTERSEA.—35th Annual Report, 1922-3. Chie/ Librarian, 
J. Frederick Hogg, F.L.A. Population, 167,693. Registered 
Borrowers, 15,576. Stock, 70571. Issues, 440,018. Branches 2. 

First report issued since 1915. Steady increases in all departments during 
past eight years. Central Library changing over to ‘‘ open-access ”’ as soon as 
re-classifying is completed. Pays a warm tribute to the work of their first 

Librarian, Mr. Lawrence Inkster, who retired last year after 35 years’ service. 

No financial statement given. Contains three illustrations of the libraries. 


Bo.ton.—70th Annual Report, 1922-3. Chie/ Librarian, Archibald 
Sparke, F.R.S., F.L.A. Population, 182,700. Registered Bor- 
rowers, 43,169. Stock, 128,480. Issues, 716,538 School Library 
issues, 14,796 Income, £12,584. Branches, 7. 

Great developments are being looked forward to in the work of the 
Libraries by the establishment of a new central building. Lack of accommoda- 
tion is limiting the useful work which is now being done, particularly in the 
Reference Department. The practice of reserving books was discontinued 
in February owing to the enormous number of vols. bespoken, thus preventing 
the more popular books from reaching the open shelves for a considerable 
time after accessioning. 1,096 vols. issued to blind readers. Gives a list of 
additions to the Central Reference Library and a list of Annuals, 
Directories, etc. 
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Derspy.—52nd Annual Report, 1922-3. Chief Librarian, W. H. 
Walton, F.L.A. Population, 132,400. Stock, 45,937. Issues, 
355,176. Branches, 2. 

Central Library closed for two months during changing over to open-access, 
hence a decrease in issues. 70,000 visitors to the six exhibitions held in the 
Art Gallery during the year. Many interesting and valuable additions to the 
Museum and Art Gallery. Illustrations of the Libraries. 
KETTERING.—27th Annual Report. Chief Librarian, Kate E, 

Pierce, F.L.A. Population, 29,692. Registered Borrowers, 
6,993. Stock, 15,111. Rate in £, 2,72d. Income, £1,558. Issues, 
121,862. 

Public lectures attracted large audiences, and some 10,000 people visited 
the exhibition of works of local artists held in the Art Gallery during April— 
May, 1922. Valuable collection of Rubbings of Brasses presented to the 
Library. 


PUBLICATIONS. 


CoveNTRY Pus Lic LIBRARIES.—Special Bibliographies No. 5% 
Automobiles. Mr. A. E. Berriman contributes a short note on 
“‘ The Evolution of the Motor Car,” in which he says that ‘‘ Cov- 
entry is, for English-speaking peoples, the original home of the 
motor industry.” In keeping with this, the Coventry Libraries 
are the home of an excellent collection of books, pamphlets, etc., 
on all branches of the industry.” The bibliography is nicely 
produced, classified and annotated, with two illustrations and an 
index. Price to local residents, 3d. ; non-residents, 6d. 

CROYDON PusBLic LIBRARIES.—Reader’s Index, Vol 25, No. 6. 
Nov.-Dec., 1923. Frontispiece shows the new Junior Library at 
South Norwood which was opened by the Mayor on September 
25th, 1923. Lists of gifts and additions and the valuable Croydon 
Lecture Calendar. Reports the largest day’s work ever done by 
the Libraries. Price, 1d. 

DerBy Pusiic Lipraries.—Handbook and Guide to the Lending 
and Reference Libraries. 

The story of the Library movement and its subsequent splendid work in 
Derby is fully told down to the opening of the re-organised Central Library last 
month. All possible information for readers, together with views of the 
Libraries, and a short list of ‘‘ Local’’ works, are included in this excellent 
little publication. 

FinsBuryY Pusiic LIBRARIES.—Quarterly Guide for Readers. 
Vol. 26, No. 101. Oct., 1923. 

Mr. W. G. Wilding, the Sub-Librarian, has compiled a reading list on 
** Modern English Literature ”’ in view of the course of lectures on that subject 
now being delivered at the Library. Complete list of Fiction added since 
June, 1918, is also given. 

GATESHEAD LIBRARY RECORD. No. 26, July to Oct., 1923. Edited 
by R. Lillie, Librarian and Secretary. Price, 1d. 

From the description and plan given in this number of the Record it would 
seem that Gateshead is, at last, to have a Library worthy of the town and one 
that will rank among the finest in the country. A special article by the 
Librarian on the Library Movement in Gateshead is contained in this issue. 


HALIFAX PUBLIC LIBRARIES.—Reader’s Guide to the Public 
Libraries. Vol 1, No. 7, Oct., 1923. Edited by Edward Green, 


Chief Librarian. 
Contains a classified and annotated list of additions to the Libraries, 
statistics for September, and a list of lectures for the coming weeks 
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NorwIicH Pustic LIBRARIES.—Opening of the Lazar House Branch 
Library by the Lord Mayor of Norwich, November 6th, 1923. 
A reprint, with illustrations, from the Norwich Mercury, November 9th, 
WALTHAMSTOW PuBLIC LIBRARIES.—Walthamstow in the Past. 
Guide to an exhibition of photographs in the Walthamstow 
Photographic Survey. Price 3d. 
An exhibition, the second of its kind, of some 300 photographs forming 
= of the Local Collection, held at the Central Library, October 6th—20th, 


PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE. 


Tue LIBRARIES, MusEuMS AND ART GALLERIES YEAR Book, 
1923-4. Edited under the general direction of A. J. Philip, Es4., 
M.B.E., F.L.A., by Miss f P. Tilly and H. Alderton. Cloth, 
4to, pp. xvi., 226. Gravesend, Alex. J. Philip, 1923. 25s. net, 


The fifth edition of this useful publication, edited under the general direc- 
tion of Alex. J. Philip by Miss J. P. Tilley and H. Alderton, is just to hand. 
Originally, it will be remembered, the first edition, published in 1897, was 
edited by that enthusiastic friend of public libraries, the late Thomas Green- 
wood. The edition under notice is quite well arranged, but there is at least 
one notable omission. In the section devoted to Library Associations the 
North Central Branch, an association of considerable activity in recent years, 
is by some strange oversight not included. There are many inaccuracies 
regarding Camberwell. For instance, it is said that only one library in the 
whole borough is on the open-access system, whereas the whole library system 
was completely re-organised between twelve and eighteen months ago and 
every library, with the exception of the joint library, was turned over to the 
Open-Access System. There also seems to be a startling discrepancy in the 
population figures. According to the Year Book, the population of the Borough 
of Camberwell is 270,300, yet we find that the combined population of two 
districts of the borough, i.e., Dulwich and Nunhead, totals 360,000. In the 
Nunhead section Mr. Vellenoweth is still mentioned as Librarian in charge 
and Mr. Stevens as sub-librarian. Mr. Vellenoweth was appointed Deputy 
Librarian of the Borough some five years ago and Mr. Stevens resigned from 
library service on the appointment of a position on the Town Hall staff some 
ten years ago. Names of Librarians who are long since deceased still appear 
as Librarians, or Librarians-in-Charge. The Institute of Electrical Engineers 
is given as situated at Victoria Street, whereas the Institute’s headquarters 
are on the Victoria Embankment and have been for the last twelve years. 
No mention is made of the Ministry of Health’s Medical Library. Under the 
heading of Special Collections, the Burton Collections at Camberwell and 
Kensington are not mentioned. Had the inaccuracies been noted and a few 
misprints corrected in the text, the volume would have been of even more 
service than it is at present, though it will no doubt be of use in answering 
many questions which crop up in a busy librarian’s practice. For this reason 
we advise the librarian, great and small, to secure one or more copies, 


FICTION. 


Brumm (Charles) ON THE Roap To HELL. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 382. 
Daniel, 1923. 7s. 6d. net. 

The author has given vent in fiery language to his horror of the times, 
calling upon thinkers and workers to rise to action and gather in a solemn 
conclave for the purpose of condemning the wickedness of armaments. The 
story is historical, dealing with political, social, financial and religious problems 
arising from the war of 1870, ‘‘ the prologue of the tragedy of hatred amongst 
ong A book full of forceful thought for those who like strong meat of 

is kind. 
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THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


Founded 1877. Incorporated by Royal Charter, 1898. 
LONDON AND HoME CounTIES BRANCH. 


NEWS-LETTER, No. 2, NOVEMBER, 1923. 


DEAR SrR (OR MADAM), 

In view of the interest attaching to the Inaugural Meeting 
of the first Winter Session of the Branch, it has been thought 
desirable to issue another News Letter giving Members and others 
a brief account of the proceedings. Unfortunately it will not be 
possible in the present financial circumstances to report every 
meeting in this way, though that is a development to be looked 
for as the support given to the Branch increases. 

There can be no doubt whatever that the meeting was entirely 
successful in every way, and realised fully the Council’s expecta- 
tions. At the afternoon visit to the London School of Printing 
there were 40 present, and at the evening meeting 45 members 
signed the attendance book, which also contains the signatures of 
22 others who were mainly assistants, but not yet members of the 
Association. In addition there were several at both meetings whose 
names were not recorded, so that in all probability nearly 80 made 
an appearance at the Branch’s opening event. The members’ 
signatures in the attendance book are as follows :—Misses M. E. 
Day, M. Gilbert, H. A. Lake and G. Rees; Messrs H Alderton, 
C C Barnard, W J. Bennett, W. T. Berry, G. R. Bolton, A. W 
Burton, F. H. Burch, B. Carter, H. Cross, G. E. L. Denne, P. W. 
Farmborough, C. A. Harris, R. W. Higgs, W. Hynes, G. P. Jones, 
B.A., S. Kirby, L. Newcombe, L. J. Packington, W. H. Parker, 
F. J. Peplow, J. E. Percival, A. C. Piper, A. E. Pitt, W. C. Plant, 
G. Preece, J. H. Quinn, F. M. Roberts, G. E. Roebuck, H. Rowlatt, 
F. E. Sandry, W. C. Berwick Sayers, W. H. Sunley, H. M. Thompson, 
W. B. Thorne, H. A. Twort, G. F. Vale, J. E. Walker, L. C. Wharton, 
C. Whitwell, R. Wright and A. H. Yates. 

At the London School of Printing the party was met by the 
Principal, Mr. J. R. Riddell, who first explained the purpose and 
general methods of the School, and then conducted a tour of the 
departments, which include an excellent bookbinding room. The 
whole building is noticeably well-equipped with all necessary 
tools and machinery, while a cleanliness and order not usually 
associated with printing establishments everywhere prevails. It 
took a full hour to see everything, and a very cordial vote of thanks 
was accorded to Mr. Riddell for his courteous attention. 

At the St. Bride Institute, in the Members’ Refreshment 
Room, tea was served, after which, under the guidance of Mr. W. T. 
Berry, Librarian, an opportunity was given for seeing something 
of the unique Typographical Library containing the collections of 
William Blades, Talbot Baines Reed, John Southward and others 
whose names have honoured places in the literature of the Printing 
Crafts. Punctually at 6.30 p.m. the Chairman of the Branch, 
Mr. H. Rowlatt, took the chair in the Meeting Room and opened 
the proceedings with an address. Narrating how the proposal 
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for the formation of the Branch arose through various meetings of 
a committee consisting of the London Borough Librarians, he 
briefly ran through the series of events which led to the definite 
resolution for establishment, and the appointment of a Provisional 
Committee in February, 1923. Subsequent proceedings, including 
an account of the work of the Council, were outlined, and then 
Mr. Rowlatt explained what would be the policy of the Council in 
conducting the immediate affairs of the Branch, concluding with 
an appeal for the support of everyone in the area in promoting its 
welfare and usefulness. 

Mr. W. C. Berwick Sayers followed with a paper entitled 
“A Review of Library Affairs in the Branch Area at the Present 
Time,” which proved of very great interest. Commencing with a 
sketch of library conditions in the area as he remembered them 
twenty years ago, he commented on the changes to be observed, 
and dwelt a little on the personality of several prominent librarians 
who had assisted in the shaping of policy and had influenced the 
direction of outlook. Certain features common to the average 
public library were subjected to criticism, particular reference 
being made to a lack of external evidence that the institution was 
a live centre of, and participator in, the intellectual activities of 
the locality. In many places there was a failure to provide bright 
and attractive buildings with harmonious colour schemes, plants, 
flowers, pictures, or any of the adornments calculated to please 
the eye and promote the idea of refinement in the mind of the 
visitor. From these matters Mr. Sayers went on the suggest ways 
and means by which the general Public Library Service might be 
improved under existing conditions if librarians would get together 
intent only upon the furtherance of the Service as a whole. At 
the present time the County Rural Library systems were growing, 
but it was difficult to see where they would lead. They were being 
administered on too economical a basis yet for them to achieve 
very much, and in some measure they were beginning their work 
where the town libraries began 50 years ago, instead of profiting 
by the accumulated experience made available by the towns. 
Unqualified persons were too often appointed to take charge, and 
on the whole the prospect so far as these systems were concerned 
was not as cheerful as it might be. There were noteworthy excep- 
tions, and possibly when a larger body of comparative statistics 
and information was available the general standard would be 
raised. Turning to the wider view Mr. Sayers indicated directions 
in which policy for the future could be developed, and finished 
with the part that might be played by the Branch if Members 
individually would give themselves whole-heartedly to its service. 


Mr. Gurner P. Jones moved a vote of thanks to the Chairman 
and Mr. Sayers for the address and paper, and a general discussion 
ensued, to which Miss Gilbert, Messrs. Farmborough, Peplow, 
Piper, Quinn, Sandry, Walker, Wharton and Wright contributed. 
The Honorary Secretary then read letters of apology for absence, 
and a telegram of good wishes from Miss Marian Frost. He also 
stated that 121 members had joined the Branch, there being only 
about 208 possible at present within the area. Among those who 
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had joined were Sir John MacAlister, Sir Frederic Kenyon, Mr. 
H. R. Tedder, Mr. Bernard Kettle and twenty of the London 
Borough Librarians, which was very encouraging. He hoped the 
formation of the Branch would lead to many more taking up member- 
ship of the parent Association, there still being many librarians of 
of different grades not in that Association who should give it their 
support. He trusted that enthusiasm for its affairs would be 
rekindled, and that every member would consider himself an 
ac‘ive agent in extending and increasing the Association's influence. 

The Chairman announced that the British Broadcasting 
Company had agreed to a talk on the Public Library Services 
being delivered at the London Station, and that the Branch Council 
was making arrangements to provide the speaker, giving very 
careful attention likewise to the character of the talk which would 
be given in order that nothing contrary to the best interests of the 
movement as a whole should be said. 

It had been left to those present to decide as to the most con- 
venient time for summoning subsequent monthly meetings, and 
on the motion of Mr. G. R. Bolton, seconded by Mr. F. E. Sandry, 
it was agreed to continue them at 6.30 p.m. This concluded the 
business of the meeting. 

An announcement giving details of the arrangements for the 
November meeting at Deptford will be circulated in due course to 
those who have attached themselves to the Branch, and it will be a 
help if they in turn will convey the information to others who may 
be interested. There will be no afternoon visit on the occasion of 
the December meeting, it being thought probable that members 
will be busy in other directions at that particular season. 

We are, Dear Sir (or Madam), 
Yours faithfully, 
H. ROWLATT, Chairman. 
Bromley Public Library, Wa. B. THORNE, 
Brunswick Road, Hon. Secretary. 
Poplar, London, E.14. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
NORTH-WESTERN BRANCH. 


MEETING AT BOLTON. 
On Thursday, October 25th, the members of this Branch Associa- 
tion met at Bolton by invitation of the Bolton Libraries Committee, 
and in the Mayor's Dining Hall, by kind permission of His Worship 
the Mayor. The representatives were welcomed by Mr. Councillor 
J. P. Taylor, B.A., J.P., Chairman of the Bolton Libraries Committee. 
Mr. R. Ashton, the President of the Branch, occupied the chair ; 
some forty members were present. After the reading and adoption 
of the minutes, Mr. Sparke, F.R.S.L., Chief Librarian, Bolton, 
introduced a discussion on the “ Library Association Conference 
at Eastbourne,’ dealing largely with the educational side of the 
programme. He regretted there had been so meagre a report of 
the proceedings in the press, one great value of the Conference being 
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publicity. The programme of papers received much criticism, and 
in the course of the discussion it was suggested that a reversion to 
the method of holding sectional meetings would be an advantage. 
The following resolution was passed : ‘‘ That it be a recommendation 
to the Library Association that at future conferences the exhibition 
have an official opening.”’ 


The second discussion was on “ The net-book question,”’ the 
subject being introduced by Councillor Ellis, Vice-Chairman of 
the Accrington Libraries Committee, on behalf of Councillor 
Halstead, another member of that committee. The main points 
adduced in favour of discount were bulk purchase and the certainty 
of payment. The subject was discussed at some length. It was 
suggested that the six months restriction should be reduced to three. 
Many libraries were holding their hands from the purchase of new 
books and obtaining the bulk of their requirements second-hand. 
Mr. Woolston contributed a useful speech on the matter, pointing 
out that bulk orders (from libraries) as generally known did not 
exist, that the booksellers were working on a small margin of profit, 
and they should have better terms from the publishers so far as 
their sales to libraries were concerned. It was also suggested that 
the matter might be discussed at the next Joint Conference of 
Northern Branch Association. It was resolved on the motion of 
Councillor Snell (Accrington), seconded by Mr. Lancaster (St. 
Helens) :— 

“‘ That this Branch Meeting calls upon the Library Associa- 

tion to re-open the question of net books and suggests that a 

referendum of the opinions of the Library Committees should be 

taken in order to focus attention on the matter.” 


Under ‘‘ Exhibitions ’’ programmes of lectures were submitted; 
and Mr. Sparke displayed a set of the Bolton Class Guides. Atten- 
tion was also drawn to the installation of a wireless set at Liverpool 
and the arrangements for children to attend “‘ listening-in "’ concerts. 
Excellent entertainment was provided in the form of high tea by 
Councillor Taylor, to whom thanks were voiced, as also to His Wor- 
ship the Mayor for the use of his room and Mr. Sparke for the 
excellent arrangements for the meeting. Many of the delegates 
took the opportunity of inspecting the open-access arrangement 
at the Central Lending Library, the transference from the closed 
to the open-access system being effected without closing the Lending 
Department at all. 


NORTH MIDLAND LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


Tue North Midland Library Association held its annual meeting 
at Derby on November 15th, when representatives from Notting- 
hamshire, Derbyshire, Leicestershire, Northamptonshire and Staf- 
fordshire attended. Mr. H. W. Surtees, J.P., Chairman of the Derby 
Library Committee, presided, supported by Alderman Foulds 
(Nottingham), past President of the Association. Mr. Surtees 
welcomed the visitors on behalf of the committee. 
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_ Mr. W. H. Walton, Derby, gave an interesting report on the 
Library Association Conference, and was followed by Alderman 
Foulds, Miss Pierce, Messrs. Lowe, Briscoe and Surtees. 

Mr. A. Smith (Newark) contributed an excellent paper on the 
“New Psychology,” outlining the various phases, and treating 
upon the difficulties of classification under existing cataloguing 
rules. The speaker submitted a schedule of suggested headings 
for consideration. The matter was discussed by Messrs. Briscoe, 
Surtees, Walton, and Woolston; and Mr. Smith was thanked for 
his thoughtful and suggestive study on the subject. 

Miss Pierce (Hon. Sec.) } apromeng the Annual Report, and Mr. 
Vinen (Hon. Treas.) a satisfactory Financial Statement. 

The officers for the coming year were elected as follows :— 
President, Dr. Ringrose (Newark) ; Vice-President, Mr. E. Lowe 
(Leicester) ; Hon. Secretary, Miss K. E. Pierce (Kettering) ; Hon. 
Treasurer, Mr. Vinen (Leek) ; Hon. Auditor, Mr. Smith (Newark). 
The Council were elected en bloc. It was decided to form a Publicity 
Committee to be comprised of Messrs. Briscoe, Lowe, and Woolston. 

The thanks of the visitors were cordially tendered to Mr 
Walton for kindly undertaking the local arrangements for the 
Conference. 

The members inspected the Derby Lending Library, which has 
recently been converted to open-access, and the Librarian was 
congratulated on the successful innovation. 

The retiring President (Mr. Surtees) was thanked for his services 
during the year, and the thanks of the Association were heartily 
accorded to Miss Pierce, Hon. Secretary, for her successful work on 
behalf of the Association. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


The Epitor, Library World. 
SiR, 

Surely “Ancient Mariner’’ did not visit the Exhibition at 
Eastbourne, for his statement “‘ that so far as the book side of the 
Exhibition was concerned by far the best feature was the display 
of new and forthcoming books, not so much by booksellers, as by 
publishers,’’ is not correct. 

Very few publishers exhibited, and any books shown by them 
and which had not been issued prior to June 17th were in our collec- 
tion of the three months’ new books. Even day by day during the 
Conference week we added to the exhibit the new publications. 

We had displayed nearly 2,000 new books published between 
June 17th and September 17th and dummy copies of a large number 
of forthcoming works. 

If ‘Ancient Mariner "’ would kindly call here we would be 
very pleased to explain our system to him. 

. Yours, etc., 
79, Cheapside, F. E. Stonenam, 

London, E.C. 2, England. EpcaR GLapDwIn, 
November 23rd, 1923. Manager. 
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Edition-de-Laxe, 75 Copies, 86 Ss. -net.° Demy 4to, buckram/ 
paper, with extra illustrations; Copies 
gumbered and.signed by the Author. 

The subject of printers’ ornaments can be clearly defined in its stricter 

as the decoration of books 

of decoration and ornamentation is to heighten the attraction of the letter- 

press, but the one is not in any manner dependent upon the other. 

ornaments include head and tail pieces, initial letters; borders to oe 
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back. Ordinary edition 500 copies, 
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London, $;E.. 
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Established 83 years. 


READING CASES, 
READERS’ TICKETS. 


SPECIAL LINE: 
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CARD CHARGING 
SUPPLIES 


CHARGING TRAYS From 7/6 each 
CHARGING CARDS From 7/6 per 1,000 
CHARGING POCKETS fron 6/6 per 1,000 
+ CIRCLE BOOK POCKETS 

2/6 per 1,000 
S.B. DATING OUTFITS 5/8 per set 
FIBRE DATE GUIDES 12/6 per set 


BLANK FIBRE GUIDES 


From 2/- per doz. 


Special Guides to your own requirements, 
prices on application. 


GRAFTON & CO. 
Coptic House, 7-8 Coptic St. 
LONDON, W.C.1 


Printed by FRANK JUCKES, 85, Aston Street, Birmingham, % 
and Published for the Proprietors by GRAFTON & CO., 8, Coptic Street, Bloomsbury, London. W.C.1. ai 
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